A RECTIFICATION AND- AN1 ADDITION

executes upon or about her child ^some stereotyped-series
of movements, precisely -alike on all occasions and ia
all human, mothers; nor do.I mean that the normal
mother,/.when she cherishes her child in normal fashion-,
acts without the least comprehension of what sheis doing>
without, consciously aiming at relieving the needs or the
distress of the child or at contributing to its well-being.
I do mean that the vast majority of women are naturally
moved to respond to any young child's cry of distress with
some effort to relieve that distress; and that such active
response is accompanied by the experience of what can
most properly be called tender emotion, a quality of
experience that cannot be adequately described in words
that would make clear the nature of that quality to any one
who has never been the subject of it; yet an experience, the
outward signs of which are familiar enough to every
observant person and which have been depicted in words,
in stone, and in paint by ten thousand artists of all ages.
* Further, I mean that the vast majority of women, in
thus responding, attain a satisfaction that rises to the
level of delight in so far as their efforts are successful j and
that they experience distress, or anxiety or some unpleasant
feeling, in so far as their efforts are unsuccessful. I
mean also that the tendency to such activity and such
experience :is rooted in a disposition (at once conative
and -affective) which is a part or feature <of the native
constitution, which matures as naturally and- spontane-
ously as, say, the liver or the spleen or any other organ
of the organism ; though its full development may be
prompted, and perhaps hastened, by appropriate exercise
evoked by appropriate objects and situations ; as by a
little .girl's ^play with her doll. I mean that, if this
particular psycho-physical disposition were -completely
absent from the constitution of any woman, that woman
wotfid never be moved in this fashion by the child'si-'-drji'
of distress ; she would never experience the impulse t6L
aid and relieve such distress, nor the tender emotion
that normally accompanies it; and no other object; or
situation could evoke:in her this impulse or ^liis emotiorr
at any time in* her life             v                 f L : \        -^